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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the Messace you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHE MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
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HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
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Your Opportunity to Help 


Place a one year’s subscription to the 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE in the hands 
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Pocket-size edition 


To the King—Jesus—the subject was 
vital: 


e The “Kingdom of God” occurs 
over 100 times in the four Gospels 


e Jesus taught His disciples to pray 
for the Kingdom to come 


@ He preached the Kingdom mes- 
sage throughout every city and 
village 


To Christians today the subject is 
equally as vital: 


@ They are pressing into it 
@ They are proselyting for it 
@ They are prevailing because of it 


What are you doing for the Kingdom 
cause? 


This book will help you inform 
your friends, neighbors, relatives 


@ When the Kingdom will come 
®@ How it will come 


@ Who can participate 


One copy 10 
One dozen copies 1.00 
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Inspired 


To Whom Concerned: 

Please do not let me lose a single issue of 
your Messace. How I do enjoy it. All writings 
are so inspiring. How I do wish I could find 
some one near me to read and discuss your 
MEssacGE with. 


Olympia, Wash. Mrs. J. J. A. 


The Support of Fulfilled Prophecies 


Dear Sister: 

How our faith should increase when we see 
these fulfilled prophecies—these signposts that 
you mention. 

Jesus said once, “Now I have told you 
before it come to pass, that when it is come 
to pass, ye might believe.” How we should 
hasten to make ourselves ready while we 
still have time and opportunity! 


“We must be cleansed from every sin 
And to God’s Holy Altar bring 

The whole of life, its joys, its tears 

Its hopes, its loves, its powers, its years, 
The will, and every cherished thing. 


Yes, I have seen many of the prophecies 
fulfilled—Paul’s prophecy—people being pleas- 
ure-mad, disrespectful, disobedient, blasphe- 
mous, etc. It makes us realize that we are 
truly in the “last days,’ without a doubt. 

O, may we strive daily to keep overcoming 
evil with good that we be not overcome with 
evil.” 


Potsdam, N. Y. Mrs. O. B. W. 


Following the Light 


Dear Sister: 

Centuries ago a prophet of God was 
inspired to write, “Behold, darkness shall cover 
the earth and gross darkness the people.” (Isa. 
60: 2). More than ever today we see the truth- 
fulness of these words. We need not describe 
the world’s condition, for daily news items 
keep us informed. Everyone knows the fears 
that grip humanity, for truly all are in the 
dark. We do know that there isa guiding light 
to illuminate the way before us, which is 
God’s word. From Prov. 6: 23 we find “The 
law is light and reproofs of instruction are 
the way of life.” Living in a world of chaos 
we should not walk carelessly. We are given 
this life as a free gift, it is all up to us whether 
to spend our time in selfish living or be 
devoted to the better things, which guarantees 
that if we do, we'll have peace of mind in 
this life and inherit eternal joys that surpass 
imagination. 

Paul tells us in Phil. 2: 12, 13: —“Work out 
your own salvation, for it is God who worketh 
in you.” Also Acts 14: 22 tells us; “That we 
must through much tribulation enter into 
the Kingdom of God” and exhorts us to 
continue in the faith. Maranatha! 

St. Joseph, Mo. 


H. I. W. 
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The Necessity of Aspiring to Great Things 


HE “CHALLENGE OF THE COLOSSAL,” was the impres- 
T sive theme of a sermon once delivered by a minister 
of note. In it he pointed out how unceasingly and 
untiringly men of the world aspire to the things that 
the human mind considers great. He then carries each 
situation along to its ultimate sequence, only to find that 
death concludes all mortal ambition. It is a fine principle 
to aspire to great things, but the highest and most endur- 
ing success is attained by those who aspire to the things 
eternal, that God considers great, not to finite man’s defi- 
nition of greatness. How widely different the endings of 
the two aspirations! 

In his picture of what humans call great, the minister 
says: “There is something extremely significant and sug- 
gestive in the repeated efforts of men to climb such moun- 
tains as McKinley and Mount Everest. Lives are sacri- 
ficed again and again in the attempt to reach unreached 
heights. But that makes no difference, apparently, to 
those strugglers for the top, unless it is to increase the 
ardor of their desire and to incite them to stronger efforts 
than ever before.” One life after another has been sacri- 
ficed in an attempt to scale Mount McKinley and Mount 
Everest and other high mountains, yet it does not discour- 
age the ambitious aspirants who, from time to time, 
attempt their conquest. “What is it?” he asks. “It is the 
answer of the human soul to the challenge of the colossal. 
Those great mountains cry out of their rugged vastness 
and down their rocky steeps to the sons of men, saying: 
‘Come and climb me; reach the supreme pinnacle of your 
world. Find the glory that guilds my summit. I am large 
and you are small. I belong to the ages. You are but for a 
brief, fleeting moment. O man, I dare you to come.’ 
And the spirit of man replies: ‘I am coming. I may not 
conquer you now; you may kill me in my attempt to climb 
you, but in time, you shall feel the pressure of human 
feet on the crown of your head.’ ” 

How true it is, and yet how foolish to risk one’s life to 
climb some mountain! How foolish this ambition for 
mastery, when viewed with the eye of wisdom, and com- 
pared with the prospect of attaining greatness of eternal 
duration. But the minister made no such comparison. He 
continues: “The great ocean has challenged the spirit of 
man in the same way... The sea said: ‘Come. I dare you 
to cross me. I shall drown you in my depths; I shall feed 
your flesh to the fishes; I shall pile your little ships on the 
rocks and sands.’ And the spirit of man answered, 
‘Coming!’ And out of the deep, the storms raged in their 
fury, but the frail vessels with their fragile human car- 
goes rode on through storm and calm.” 

Man was challenged by the air, by the possibilities of 
flight. He was told that flight was impossible. Scientists 
worked out careful proof of the fact that a body heavier 
than air could not rise in air. But the birds are heavier 
than air and they fly. That fact kept the challenge before 
the inventor and aeronaut. And not only was flight suc- 
cessful over land and sea, but eventually circumnavigation 
of our globe. 

At the moment, man’s endeavor is to send a rocket to 
the moon. Billions of dollars are being spent in this 


attempt. Man now wants to conquer outer space, and 
undoubtedly the time is near when some daring adven- 
turer will attempt a suicidal trip in a space ship. The 
chances of his getting back to earth alive may be slim, but 
that will not daunt him. The challenge of the colossal still 
spurs him on. 


The Challenge of the “Ordinary” 


“You can get men to do large things,” the minister 
continues, “when you cannot get them to do small things.” 
They do not want to do small things, as they consider 
moral effort. They do not want to form characters worthy 
of doing the greater things. There is the virtue of self- 
control. Man considers it a small thing and unnecessary ; 
God considers it a great thing. “He that is slow to anger 
is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit 
than he that taketh a city” (Prov. 16:32). 

The Bible, in contrast to daring adventure into unknown 
regions, projects greater things: It urges the effort 
toward those conquests that build character. A thoughtful 
lesson from the Old Testament is cited. The servant 
of Naaman showed himself to be a wise interpreter 
of the human heart when he said to his master, “If the 
prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it?” When Naaman, the leper, commanded 
his chariot driver to halt before Elisha’s house, he thought 
the Prophet would come out and with a dramatic gesture 
heal him, but when he merely sent his servant out with 
the message, “You go and dip in the river Jordan seven 
times,” the Syrian commander-in-chief was insulted and 
turned away in a rage. Obedience was the prescription’s 
chief ingredient. There was no virtue in the water of 
the river. He had to learn the lesson of obedience. His 
servant said, If the prophet had bid you do some great 
thing you would have done it. He would have preferred 
some great thing. In this case, he acted wisely. He listened 
to the voice of his servant; he humbled himself. Not 
many, in similar station, would have done that. He had 
aspired to great things in Syrian affairs, but he had to 
learn to obey in little things. There was a lesson in that. 


The Challenge of Death 


“The final challenge is the challenge of death. Dr. 
Jack says: ‘It is the spear point of the Challenge of Life, 
not to be evaded on any terms, as the fashion now is to 
evade it. To find a good in life which is worth achieving 
in spite of the fact consciously realized, that this visible 
scene on which we operate, and we the visible agents who 
operate within it, will presently be gathered to the dark 
death-kingdom and enfolded in the bosom of the everlast- 
ing Silence.’ ”’ We may strive for earthly fame, may climb 
lofty mountains, cross oceans, traverse outer space or 
whatever great things we do, it all ends in the “dark 
death-kingdoms and enfolds in the bosom of the ever- 
lasting Silence.” That is the end of man’s great things. 
But no such gloomy prospect faces the alert and earnest 
Christian. The minister related how he was “startled by 
the simple statement of Dr. Merton 8. Rice, ‘Nearly every- 
body is dead.’ But it is true. There are only a handful of 
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people in the world compared with the billions of the 
dead.” Look over the field with all the fame, glory and 
honor that these wise men have had, and yet nearly every- 
body is dead compared to those that are living. Death is in 
the land. “Death covers all earthly endeavors with the 
mantle of futility.” 

The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, 

And all that beauty, all that wealth e’er gave, 

Await alike the inevitable hour; 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 


We may climb mountains and cross oceans, but all 
ends in death. Job calls death a “king of terrors.” “Death 
covers all earthly endeavors with the mantle of futility.” 
The great scientists cannot even discover the origin of 
life. They accomplish great and wonderful things, but 
death ends it all for them. “The paths of glory lead but 
to the grave.” 

The sermon continues: “Death offers the supreme 
frustration of earthly planning and effort. In the face 
of its colossal challenge, all the struggle of the centuries, 
all the achievements of the past, all the boasted attain- 
ments of art and science, all the evolutionary progress 
of the ages, ‘the hopes and fears of all the years,’ add up 
to exactly nothing. For all will be wiped out... all will 
be ‘buried beneath the debris of a universe in ruins.’ ” 
Is not that a tragic ending! 

“Two ladies in the city of Minneapolis were engaged 
in conversation with a minister on a train coming into 
this city. One of these ladies stated that life had become 
well-nigh meaningless and hopeless for her. She said: 
‘The preachers are through. There is nothing that they 
can offer of comfort or consolation. For my part, I shall 
be glad when it is all over, but I should like to put a sign 
over the gate of every cemetery in the land with the 
words, “Defeated Lives!” ’ This is the mood of this gener- 
ation. It is filled with disillusionment and a sense of 
defeat because it has no philosophy with which to face 
death.” How barren and frustrated is the hope of this 
generation! It has no true hope with which to face death. 
Truly, “The challenge of death is a challenge to a supreme 
faith in a great God.” How true that all earthly glory 
ends in the grave. They can accomplish wonders from 
their point of view, but all ends in death. For the fol- 
lower of Christ, what a contrast! The Bible tells us to 
seek not for great things for self (Jer. 45:5) but to 
aspire to truly great things, things which will terminate 
in life, not in death (Matt. 6:33; Amos 5:4). 


Some Aspirants to Life 


In Hebrews 11, the author tells of the cloud of wit- 
nesses that we are compassed with if striving for holi- 
ness, of the witnesses to the truth who have their names 
on the honor roll of the Almighty. They aspired to great 
things of God, and had run the race with patience. 

“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain.” Abel was a faithful one. He was not 
jealous. Cain was jealous; cruelly jealous because Abel 
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice. There was 
not much said of Abel, but we would like to meet him in 
that coming Day and talk with him, and all those that 
worked out their salvation. They aspired to great things 
in God’s way. They were not ashamed to do the little 
things to gain the greater things. “By faith Abel offered 


unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which 
he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying 
of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.” We 
have the record saying he was righteous; and to be right- 
eous is to keep the commandments of the Almighty. Like 
Zacharias and Elizabeth who “were both righteous before 
God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless.” They had something to do, had a 
walk to take, had to keep all the commandments of the 
Lord. God’s glory never comes till after one has endured 
a period of discipline; a period of trial; till after a char- 
acter is formed worthy of glory. Abel’s glory and honor 
will be the pleasures of life eternal. There is something 
to do to gain eternal life. The greatness of holiness 
must be attained. 

“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see 
death; and was not found, because God had translated 
him: for before his translation he had this testimony, 
that he pleased God.” What a privilege it will be to meet 
Enoch of old in the grand resurrection day! When we 
turn back to Genesis 5: 22 we find Enoch walked with 
God 300 years! What a truly colossal challenge to patient 
endurance! Did Enoch not aspire with exceeding per- 
sistence? If we obediently walk with God, during our 
short life, we also will have the testimony that we please 
Him. Then our names will be on His honor role in that 
future day. Heb. 11: 6: “But without faith it is impossible 
to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.” We must have the reward in mind, like Christ, 
who, for the joy set before Him endured the cross. We 
need not talk about doing the work without the reward 
in mind. God does not ask us to. We, for the glory to be 
revealed, are impelled to take up our cross daily and deny 
ourselves. We must think of the honor and glory to keep 
our aspiration stimulated. 

We read further, in Hebrews 11, “By faith Noah, being 
warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with 
fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house, by the 
which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith.” Peter tells us that Noah 
was a preacher of righteousness to the antediluvians. 

Noah was a preacher of righteousness to which right- 
eousness he diligently aspired; nor was it vain ambition. 
He had courage to believe and do what God told him to 
do. He met the challenge of the colossal when he repulsed 
the sin of his generation and prepared an ark for the 
saving of himself and his house, from a flood that could 
be foreseen only by the eye of faith. And that is the 
courage we must add, as we read in II Peter 1:5. What 
courage we must have to live above this world of sin 
and evil, this world that is going so rapidly to destruc- 
tion! Noah was one of the great “cloud of witnesses.” Let 
us “lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us,” as did this cloud of witnesses. 

Abraham was a noble character, a wonderful example; 
he, too, aspired to great things. “By faith Abraham, when 
he was called to go out into a place which he should after 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, 
not knowing whither he went” (v. 8). He was not afraid 
to take a step in the dark. His faith was challenged—and 
he met it like a man of God, which he was. He had the 
courage to pull up stakes and leave the land of his nativity 
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and his kindred, and move to a land which he had not 
seen, which the Lord had promised him for a future 
inheritance. He looked forward to the day of Christ’s 
coming. “Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it, 
and was glad,” said Jesus (John 8:56). He saw that 
day and could obey God. He had that hope in mind. He 
had the moral fortitude to conquer his own natural 
sympathy, and obey, no matter what the command was. 
His quick obedience to the command to offer up his son 
Isaac, proved this. He believed what God had said. He 


triumphantly met the challenge and is a noble example 
to follow. 


The Challenge to Us 


I do not wonder the writer of Hebrews said: “Seeing 
we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
that doth so easily beset us.” There are wonderful char- 
acteristics brought out in that cloud of witnesses for 
our example, for us to follow. Abraham had his eye on 
the future, not on a literal city, but on the future, eternal 
habitation, that will never pass away. 

After naming over this list of faithful ones, the author 
of Hebrews states: “These all died in faith.” We would 
like to meet all these faithful ones in that coming day. 
We will, if we go to work and do as they did; if we follow 
the examples God gives; if we keep His commandments. 
We do not have the same trial as Noah had, and, I am 
thankful that we do not have the same trial as Abraham 
had, or we do not have the same trial that Jesus had 
to pass through. It took faith. But what commands we 
have, we must obey, as they obeyed the commands given 
to them. Verse 13: “These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar off.” 
They died in faith that calls His children ever upward 
to obedience in motive and deed. They had their eye fixed 
on the prize, aspired to live in the world to come (Heb. 
2:5). As Jesus said, Abraham saw His day and was glad. 
Abraham and all the faithful cloud of witnesses are 
sleeping in the tomb. They died in faith, “not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and 
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and con- 
fessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth.” They were looking ahead and aspiring to every- 
thing beyond. 

“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning 
things to come” (v. 20). He had his eye on things to 
come, on the future glory; the world to come whereof 
we speak. 

“By faith Jacob when he was dying blessed both the 
sons of Joseph. . . By faith Joseph, when he died, made 
mention of the departing of the children of Israel.” The 
great things to which they aspired had a future, never 
to be dimmed by death. 

Joseph was one of that great cloud of witnesses. What 
a wonderful character he had! He had a coat of many 
colors. That signifies righteousness; typifies what we 
must have. It is composed of godliness, kindness, forgive- 
ness and forbearance, and all the Christian virtues. His 
jealous and wicked brothers sold him into Egyptian 
slavery, dipped his coat of many colors in blood, and 
took it to their father, who said “Joseph is dead,” not 
suspecting foul play on the part of his sons. Joseph 
successfully met a colossal moral challenge in Egypt. 


Neither favor of rulers, nor temptation of wicked woman, 
nor opportunity for revenge to his brothers could swerve 
him from his course of loyal obedience to God. That 
challenge to godlikeness stood always above, towering 
over all else. Joseph aspired to eternally great things, 
and he will receive them at Judgment Day. I do not won- 
der that Joseph’s name is among that cloud of witnesses. 
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses,” let us likewise press on to 
holiness. 

“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.’ He chose 
“rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” He spurned 
worldly honor. He was not seeking for great mountains 
to climb; for feats of daring that he could perform. He 
could have done that as son of the king’s daughter had 
he so chosen. But no! He aspired to truly great things. 
“He had respect unto the recompense of the reward.” He 
aspired to higher, more lasting greatness, not in Egypt, 
but in the Kingdom of God! 

Verse 39: “And these all having obtained a good 
report through faith, received not the promise.” A faith- 
ful Abel, Joseph, Abraham and Moses did not receive 
them. “God having provided some better thing for us, that 
they without us, should not be made perfect.” The “us” 
is the whole body of Christ (Col. 1:18). Not only the 
cloud of witnesses mentioned in Hebrews 11, but all 
those of the six-thousand-year-period, who, having 
aspired to the high standard—even moral perfection 
(Matt. 5: 48), laid aside every weight and besetting sin 
and shall be gathered together. 

What a wonderful plan God has! He does not reward 
at death but all sleep a peaceful slumber until Christ 
comes and then, with the living are caught away to be 
judged together, and the victors crowned with power 
and honor. 

They, with all the “holy men of old” were the examples 
whose faith and works nobly challenge the best in you 
and me. Shall we meet that challenge? 

Towering infinitely higher than the loftiest pinnacles 
of earth is Mt. Zion, the Mount of God, whose crest is 
crowned with stalwart Cedars of Lebanon of majestic 
symmetry and stature—a sight to behold. The ringing 
challenge echoes over the ages, “Come and climb me! 
Reach my supreme pinnacle where sinlessness and puri- 
ty reflect the image of the Matchless Creator. Find the 
glory that gilds my summit. I am eternal; all they that 
surmount me shall likewise share eternity. Ageless shall 
you be and glorious, undiminishing vitality of mind and 
body. I share the dwelling place of God, where not ‘nearly 
everybody is dead’ but here every soul is supremely, ever- 
lastingly alive! I belong to the endless ages! Come!” 

And the spirit of every life-seeker answers “Coming! 
There is life at your summit. By unwavering faith and 
diligence and unabating zeal I shall attain your heights 
where all the conquerors of mortal weakness shall sweep 
beneath a jewelled gate whose arch shall gleam and 
glitter with the emblems denoting TRIUMPHANT LIVES.” 

Hear it? The echo rings loud and clear. . . “I challenge 
you to come!’ And the answer from every earnest, truly 
aspirant to life, every yearning son of God rings back, 
“T AM COMING.” 

Are you one of His? 
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God Expects the Best 


cae A great cathedral was being built, there was 

a workman who was inclined to cut the tiles for 
the spire a bit carelessly. It was not long before the 
foreman spotted this. “It won’t do, Jerry,” he said. 

“Why?” asked Jerry. “That spire is going to be two 
hundred feet in the air, and no one in the world but the 
crows will see it.” 

“God will see it,” replied the foreman. 

Yes. The All-seeing Eye of the Great Eternal sees it. He 
knows our every thought and sees our every action. God 
does not expect the impossible from anyone; but He does 
expect our best, our very best, and our very best, only, 
will merit a place in His Great Eternal Cathedral—the 
Temple of God. Only a pure character without spot or 
blemish will be perpetuated. 

Little sins can seriously affect a life, for they will 
always lead to big ones. A little pride can come in and 
soon take possession if God’s Word does not rule in our 
lives. It takes but little moisture to ruin a pipe organ. A 
nail no matter how small, will weaken the timber into 
which it is driven. A tiny raindrop many times over can 
cause a flood, and an insect, sufficiently multiplied is a 
plague. So a little evil left within to increase and strength- 
en can rule and take away our eternal life. 

If easily offended, we have sensitiveness developed in 
the wrong direction. If easily provoked to anger or impa- 
tience, the trying tasks that we dislike the most are the 
best probers that we could possibly have. They bring to 
the surface the characteristics that we should be glad 
to discard. 

Sensitiveness can be useful. Harness it and make it 
work for the right. Train it to detect sin and wrongdoing, 
and remember the Lord loves a cheerful giver. A good 
general, knowing the point that an enemy is planning 
to attack, will use his most effective forces at that place. 
A Christian fighting for victory each day will seek God’s 
help to fortify his weak points. 

Time is swiftly passing and it is time for us to make 
haste as we read in Psalms 55:8, “I would hasten my 
escape from the windy storm and tempest.” The neces- 
sary speed is denoted in another translation: “I would 
haste to my shelter faster than the stormy wind and the 
tempest.” The storm speeds apace. To keep ahead of it 
will take action; it will take running; it will require the 
exertion of fleetness, the employing of every mental and 
physical power until we have reached our best—purity 
of character. 


“Give of your best to the Master; Give Him first place in your heart; 
Give Him first place in your service, Consecrate every part. 

Give, and to you shall be given; God His beloved Son gave; 
Gratefully seeking to serve Him; Give Him the best that you have.” 





By continually looking upwards our minds will them- 
selves grow upwards; and as a man, by indulging in 
habits of scorn and contempt for others, is sure to descend 
to the level of what he despises, so the opposite habits of 
admiration and enthusiastic reverence for excellence im- 
part to ourselves a portion of the qualities we admire. 
Here, as in everything else, humility is the surest path 
to exaltation. —Selected. 


Divine Favors 


All glory to God for His favors bestowed, 
And the promises given in His own Sacred Word. 


O praise ye the Father! Alleluia! Amen; 
For the plan of salvation is made known unto men. 


A wondrous example His chosen to save, 
And release them from bondage, sin, death and the grave. 


His Word is our guide, never-failing and true, \ 
Our Chart and our Compass; see the prize just in view! 


An advocate now at the Father’s right hand; 
It there intercedes for His own faithful band. 


Christ is coming again! in His name we will trust; 
But the nations shall tremble, His foes lick the dust. 


His advent is near, and by faith we behold 
All the faithful in Jesus gathered into the fold. 


A robe of pure white every victor shall wear, 
And a crown of bright gold decked with jewels so rare. 


Our voices will blend in thanksgiving and praise 
To the Father of mercies, the “Ancient of days.” 


—E. D.N. 
— en 


The Cathedral of Faith 


é6¢]7] PREFER a firm religious faith,’ said a man of 

faith, “to every other blessing, for it makes a disci- 
pline of goodness; creates new hopes, when those of the 
world vanish.” 

Each one who has stood beneath the benign beams of 
the light of God’s knowledge has been quickened by living 
faith. Having had our lives so blessed we can but firmly 
believe in an age to come wherein there will be no sorrow, 
sickness, pain or death. Warfare, sin and cruelty will be 
forever banished from this fair land of ours. Our asso- 
ciates and friends will be bright, shining angels. Nay, 
more, if faithful, we ourselves shall be angels, spreading 
peace and happiness wherever we go. 

The gift of immortality alone should be of such inesti- 
mable value to us that we would allow nothing to come 
in the way of our gaining it. Think of it, long life—duo- 
decillions of years promised in return for one short life’s 
work. For before any of us can expect to participate in this 
grand, good time coming there is a work for each of us 
to do. Herein lies the testing of the strength of our faith. 

If we are deficient in this powerful agent, faith, we 
shall never accomplish that which would otherwise moti- 
vate us to successfully build the superb character of 
rightdoing, pleasing to God. 

“Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Heb. 
11:6). Doubts, fears, pessimism, evil or negative 


thoughts, sap our energy, enthusiasm and ambition, tear- 
ing down everything that would make the new man strong | 
and vital, and we find ourselves committing the same old 
sins with little or no strength to combat them. 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). “Belief is power.” Faith must be 
guarded as our most precious capital. No chances should 
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be taken that this, our greatest life asset, be imperiled by 
weak, downhearted thoughts. Every day we should read 
and take note of the things that will increase our faith. 
Whatever our weaknesses, defects or besetments, with 
faith in God and the ultimate triumph in the work He has 
given us to do, nothing need daunt us. 

The early Christians allowed neither inhospitable treat- 
ment, cruelty nor ridicule, to shake their faith. They were 
persuaded “that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,” 
should be able to separate them from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8: 38, 39). 

The importance of faith is emphasized over and over 
again throughout the Bible. Faith to be effective must be 
living and working. Indeed, “faith and works are like the 
light and heat of a candle. They cannot be separated.” 
By faith Abraham accomplished his great work. By the 
light and heat of faith Moses chose “rather to suffer afflic- 
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season” (Heb. 11: 25). 

Faith, “like a fruitful parent, is plenteous in all good 
works; and good works like dutiful children, confirm and 
add to the support of faith.” 

What is our faith? It is a real creative force within us 
which produces victory over all that is mean, low, sensual 
and devilish. “It is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). It is the spir- 
itual faculty which runs ahead, the courier which shows 
the way, the “general” in this warfare over sin, the com- 
mander which receives wireless messages from God. 

Faith increases confidence, carries conviction, multi- 
plies ability. It is not discouraged by the mountains of 
circumstances, of difficulties, of sin, because it sees 
through them to the goal beyond. 

Success in our mission depends upon the intensity and 
persistence of our faith. How we should nourish it that 
it may expand within us until we become radiant, self- 
reliant beings, conquerors of every evil that would drag 
us back or hold us down. Remember, “all things are 
possible to him that believeth” (Mark 9: 23). 

It was Hawthorne who so beautifully stated— 

“Christian faith is a grand cathedral, with divinely 
pictured windows. Standing without, you can see no glory, 
nor can imagine any, but standing within, every ray of 
light reveals a harmony of unspeakable splendors.” 

Having made entrance into this noble temple, let us 
go no more out forever, but by the fruition of our faith- 
ful endeavors let us abide within its walls until He who 
is the Author and Finisher of our faith shall perpetuate 
our existence in His Kingdom of peace and glory. 
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Did You or I Pass it By? 


T° HERE WAS once an Emperor who took great 
delight in teaching his people good habits. 

** “Til fortune comes only to the lazy and careless,’ he 
said. One night he put a large stone right in the middle 
cf the road near his palace, and then watched to see what 
the people who went by would do. Early in the morning, 
a farmer with a loaded oxcart came along. ‘Oh, those lazy 
people!’ he cried, driving his oxen to one side of the road. 
‘Here is this big stone right in the middle of the road 
and no one will take the trouble to move it.’ And he went 
on his way scolding. 

“Next came a soldier singing a merry song and feeling 
very important, because of the medals he had won. He 
held his head so high that he did not see the stone and 
stumbling on it, fell flat in the dust. ‘Silly drones!’ said 
he, rising to his feet. ‘These country folk, whatever are 
they thinking of leaving a stone right in the middle of 
the road?’ and shaking off the dust, passed on. 

“So it was. The stone lay there for days on end; it was 
in everybody’s way, yet each one left it for some one 
else to move. 

“Finally the King gathered his people together, and 
addressing them, said, ‘My friends, it was I who placed 
this stone here. It has been seen by every one of you; and 
yet each of you has left it just as it was, and went on 
your way scolding your neighbor for not moving it.’ 

“Then he stooped down, rolled the stone over and took 
from beneath it a small iron box. On the lid of which 
was written, ‘For him who lifts the stone.’ He opened the 
box and there gleamed 20 bright golden coins, and a 
precious jewel. Then every one wished that he had moved 
the stone instead of going around it.” 

Today, as we travel the rugged pathway of life, we 
come upon many boulders, the most of which we do not 
put forth an honest effort to remove, but leave them in the 
way to stumble over some future time. Thus we pass 
by opportunities for a richer, happier life now, and also 
the riches of the reward stored up “where neither moth 
nor rust doth corrupt, nor thieves break through and 
steal.” 

How many there are who, thinking of the amount of 
stones yet to be removed before they attain their desired 
goal, sit down by the wayside, and murmur and complain 
because of the stones that hinder them! 

The trouble is, they lack faith to know the prize will 
be theirs if they will but lift the stones, those rocks of 
offense, and roll them out of their lives. 





The lessons of experience teach us that we are foolish 
to lose heart when one more tug at the line would win 
through to victory; we are foolish to halt when one 
more ounce of strength would draw the load; we are 
foolish to be silent when one more voice might give the 
balance on the side of truth and right and justice; we 
are foolish to give up when all the power of the universe 
stands ready to work with us. 


There is only one real failure possible in life, and that is not 
to be true to the best one knows. —Farrar. 
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God’s Commands and Promises 


§ ers CHRISTIAN’S pathway to the Eternal City is 
clearly marked out. God’s precepts and command- 
ments have been placed in our hands. How to obtain the 
power and glory of an endless life is plainly revealed. But 
as for all that God hath promised us, how shall we speak? 
For “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him” (I Cor, 2:9). Again 
we stand all amazed, for the beloved Paul proclaimed that 
the promises are exceeding abundantly above all we can 
even ask or think: streets of gold, gates of pearl, walls 
of jasper, the sapphires, emeralds, the beryls, the ame- 
thysts, all glittering before the eye. How much more 
glorious none can tell, for we have reached the limit of 
our comprehension in the scale of beauty. No pain, no 
sickness, no sorrow, no partings, no death; the tree of 
life, the glad new song, the river clear as crystal, ever- 
green shores, fountains of living waters, robes of white, 
harps of gold, crowns of victory; kings and priests unto 
God, heirs and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ; made like 
unto the angels, bliss eternal, joy supernal, immortality, 
life—life—life without end! 

This is all sure if we are pure. Against all others the 
gate is closed. Bitter tears, deep anguish of heart, earnest 
pleadings, or money will never unlock it. Jesus the King 
of kings holds the key. 

It says in the Good Book that many will argue with the 
Judge at the City gate as they endeavor to claim an en- 
trance there, but to only one class shall be granted tickets 
of admission. They are the blessed ones; they have kept 
God’s commandments; they shall have right to the tree of 
life and shall enter in through the gates into the City. 
In order ever to gain such a Paradise we must surmount 
every barrier before us and take a mighty hold on Truth. 
“Take fast hold of instruction,” says the Wise Man, “let 
her not go: keep her; for she is thy life’ (Prov. 4:18). 
This Truth, this instruction alone, will help us to cherish 
every lofty hope; it will inspire us with courage against 
every evil tendency; it will cause us to cast out every fear 
as we push our little craft out into the wild and restless 
sea of nations. With such a Compass and Pilot on board 
we need not fear of running aground. 

As we consider the many commandments of God, we 
must deeply realize as never before why a Christian is 
likened unto a soldier; not only a soldier, but a good sol- 
dier. That means hardships, endurance, self-denial, hard 
fighting, being wide awake, never sleeping on guard, 
never turning our backs to the enemy, never fleeing when 
the battle is hottest, never stacking our guns till the vic- 
tory is won, never doubting for one moment the ability 
of our great General to gain for our colors a glorious 
victory. When the law of God is fully revealed through 
the commandments, many cry out, “The work cannot 
be done.” The work can be done and must be done, or we 
shall never see the King in all His glory, neither shall 
this vile, corruptible, dying body be changed into the 
image of the heavenly. 

God has given us many commandments which are nec- 
essary, for the natural man is desperately wicked and he 
must be hedged in from all sides. There are command- 
ments for the tongue, the eye, the hand, the foot, and the 
mind. There is a commandment to govern our contact 


one with another, others to govern our dealings with the 
world and those that know not the law of God. Had God 
been unwise and left a loophole, the natural man would 
have found it, for the serpent—the flesh—is more cun- 
ning than any beast of the field. In Matthew 22: 35—37, 
when a certain lawyer cross-examined Jesus to discover 
the greatest commandment, our Master was wise in giv- 
ing him one that incorporated all; namely, “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind.” In obeying this command 
God becomes all in all; there is no room or place for the 
flesh. They that keep it shall be granted an abundant 
entrance into the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

A man remarked, “Why worry about a great long list 
of complicated commandments when we have such simplic- 
ity as found in Micah 6:8, ‘He hath showed thee, O 
man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God? ” How little he realized that it 
takes the commandments of the prophets, apostles, and 
Jesus to teach us how to do justly, how to love mercy, and 
how to walk humbly with God. He had hardly spoken a 
dozen words before he was exalting man and striving 
to humble God. What does the world know about godly 
mercy? Nothing at all. The Psalmist tells us that “the 
mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon 
them that fear him” (103:17). And “the fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil, pride, and arrogancy, and the evil 
way, and the froward mouth” (Prov. 8:13). The Lord 
says, “Are not my ways equal? are not your ways un- 
equal?” (Ezek. 18: 29). 

To crucify the flesh, to die to sin, to mortify the deeds 
of the body, to purge out the leaven of malice and wicked- 
ness, may well be called complying with the cardinal com- 
mandments. To obey them is to drink the cup Jesus drank 
of ; to submit to their operation is to be baptized with the 
baptism to which the Son of God submitted. “Having 
therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and [through 
the] spirit perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (II 
Cor. 7: 1). “And they that are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts” (Gal. 5:24). We shall 
have to climb many steppingstones to reach that elevated 
position where we will keep that one commandment al- 
ways to esteem other better than ourselves. This “other” 
is the Truth. Truth first, Truth last, Truth always. Love 
it, exalt it, promote it, esteem it above all. If we let her 
go, we lose all; if we retain her, she will give to our head 
an ornament of grace, “a crown of glory shall she de- 
liver to thee” (Prov. 4:9). 

It will take untiring effort on our part to cease forever 
to have confidence in the flesh and always make the first 
application to ourself. “O Lord,” says the Prophet, “I 
know that the way of man is not in himself; it is not in 
man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10: 23). Mark 
it well. It will take a full surrender to always acknowledge 
and obey them that have the rule over us, ever ready to 
communicate, having ful! confidence that they are in this 
position to watch for our souls, as they that must give 
account. 

To “rejoice in the Lord always” 


is more easily read 
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than obeyed. It is no trouble when blessings flow our 
way, when peace attends our footsteps; but in the day of 
adversity, when trials like a thick cloud gather, in the 
day when the herd is cut off from the stall and the vintage 
fails, then to rejoice in the God of our salvation is quite 
another matter. “Rejoice in the Lord always; and again 
I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4). To bridle the tongue and 
keep the door of our lips, is no small commandment to 
obey. God knew what was in man when He framed this 
precept. The tongue is a world of iniquity among our 
members. Truth alone can tame it to speak only to edifi- 
cation. We shall have to be exceedingly careful to keep 
the prize in view in order to be found always sowing to 
the spirit and not the flesh; sowing seeds of Truth, never 
seeds of discord; kind words, and not bitter; planting a 
flower where a thistle grew. “For he that soweth to his 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth 
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting” 
(Gal. 6:8). 

Obedience may well be called a vital commandment. It 
comes ringing down through the ages, “Obey and live, 
disobey and die.” The first king of Israel had his first 
bitter lesson to learn when he endeavored to put show, 
pomp, and religious ceremony ahead of obedience. He 
found to his sorrow that God meant exactly what He said. 
“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of 
the land: but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured 
with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it” (Isa. 1:19, 20). 

It is a full-time job indeed to obey that blest command- 
ment to come out from the world in everything. Not in 
some things, not in most things, but in ALL things, from 
her pleasures, her dress, etc. “Come out of her, my peo- 
ple,” said Jesus, “that ye be not partakers of her sins” 
(Rev. 18:4). The Apostle says, “Touch not, taste not, 
handle not” (Col. 2: 20). “Love not the world,” says the 
beloved John, for all that is found there is the “lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, . . and the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth forever” (I John 2:15 
—l17). 

Time would fail us today to speak of all the blessed 
commandments that God has revealed to man to show 
him just what he is, and just what he must be if ever he 
expects to stand when the fittest shall survive. Can we 
not catch the spirit of the Psalmist today, when he said 
(19: 8—11), “The commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, en- 
during forever: the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than 
gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey 
and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant 
warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.” 





Paul and Silas in their prison 
Sang of Christ the Lord arisen; 
And an earthquake’s arm of might 
Broke their dungeon gates at night. 





Not what we give, but what we share— 

(For the gift without the giver is bare); 

Who gives himself with his alms feeds three— 
Himself, his hungering neighbor, and Me.—Lowell. 


The Blessed Words of Jesus 


How the blessed words of Jesus 
Thrill my soul with deepest love; 

Turn my thoughts from earthly pleasures 
To the peace sent from above! 


How the blessed words of Jesus 
Drive away desire to sin; 

Give me courage to bear bravely 
All life’s bitter discipline! 


How the blessed words of Jesus 
Fill my heart with joy untold, 
That some day His gracious presence 
I shall certainly behold! 


And the blessed words of Jesus 
Make me long to tell to all 

How they save from sin and sorrow, 
Those who listen to His call. 


Oh, the blessed words of Jesus 
Teach me meekness, godly fear! 

And obedience to His precepts 
Brings the peace of Zion near. 


Through the blessed words of Jesus 
All the earth shall be at peace; 

Men shall beat their swords to plowshares, 
Love abound, and wars shall cease. 


’Tis the blessed word of Jesus 
Promises He comes again, 

King of kings to reign forever, 
Rule in righteousness o’er men. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(Continued from page 11) 





the Lord weigheth the spirits,” says Prov. 16:2. How 
does God weigh the spirits? “The Lord is a God of knowl- 
edge, and by him actions are weighed” (I Sam. 2:3). 
Words and promises unfulfilled do not weigh, but only 
actions weigh in the balances of the Lord; as the Apostle 
declared in Rom. 2:13, “For not the hearers of the law 
are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be jus- 
tified.” This is as Jesus taught in Matt. 7: 21, “Not every 
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven.” 

These and many more scriptures that might be given 
explain the saying of Jesus found in Luke 15:7, “I say 
unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 
just persons, which need no repentance.” They are just 
and pure in their own eyes; they do their works to be 
seen of men and not to God. People who have committed 
great transgressions may repent and “bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance,” or “answerable to amendment of 
life’ (Matt. 3:8), but in reality there are few cases; for 
the more “wild oats” sown through life, the harder it is 
to eradicate the seeds of evil. The ninety and nine may 
cry Lord, Lord, but the angels of heaven will rejoice over 
but the one who truly repents and keeps God’s command- 
ments, 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life: and they are they which testify of me” (John 5: 39). 


It was with authority that our Master spoke these 
words to the Jews. They had claimed to believe Moses 
and the prophets, but their worship had become merely 
an outward form which did not move them to bring forth 
fruits of righteousness. They thought that in the Scrip- 
tures, of which they were custodians, they had promise 
of eternal life according to their own idea of right and 
wrong. They were complacent, thinking that they were 
God’s chosen people, feeling that if any were saved it 
should be they. Jesus’ teaching was disappointing, for it 
held no such hope. He publicly denounced them as hypo- 
erites, blind guides, blind Pharisees, like unto whited 
sepulchres. They claimed faithful Abraham for their fa- 
ther, assuming that they should be blessed with him, 
but did not consider or attempt to obey God’s command- 
ment to him, “Walk before me, and be thou perfect” 
(Gen. 17:1). 

Their idea of a Messiah also ran counter to what had 
been foreshadowed in the Scriptures. They visualized a 
Christ who at His first advent would come in regal splen- 
dor to renew the kingdom of David and release the Jewish 
nation from the bondage they were in. This He was not 
doing. Instead He had come as a humble man, working 
out His salvation, fitting Himself for the high position He 
should ultimately hold as King of the whole earth. By 
searching, the Scriptures would have revealed He was to 
come the first time as Prophet and Priest, and the second 
time as Conqueror and King. 

Moses had said, “The Lord thy God will raise up unto 
thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 
like unto me” (Deut. 18:15). King David said, speak- 
ing prophetically for Christ, “Then said I, Lo, I come: 
in the volume of the book it is written of me, .. to do thy 
will, O my God” (Ps. 40:7, 8). Isaiah had said, “Behold, 
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he 
may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good” (7: 14, 
15). Isaiah also spoke of the Messiah coming to proclaim 
the “acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of venge- 
ance of our God” (61:2), and in Jesus’ remarks in the 
synagogue at Nazareth, after reading the Prophet’s 
words, He purposely omitted the “day of vengeance,” 
showing He understood Isaiah had spoken of both of His 
comings, and that the day of vengeance was to accompany 
His second coming. 

As Jesus did in His day, so now the true Church con- 
tinues to sound the gospel call with the invitation to 
search and study the Divine Record and no longer re- 
main in unbelief. Ignorance will excuse no one, nor will 
the fact that people are so wrapped up in the cares and 
affairs of this life. The apostle gives a very timely warn- 
ing: “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that 
ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the 


vanity of their mind, having the understanding darkened, 
being alienated from the life of God through the igno- 
rance that is in them, because of the blindness of their 
heart” (Eph. 4:17, 18). To say we have no time for this 
important work is folly, for people find time for the 
things they really want to do. Eternal life is promised on 
no other condition but through knowledge of and obedi- 
ence to the Word of God, therefore the importance of 
this commandment to search and study the Scriptures 
cannot be emphasized too strongly. 

Through passing years, contrary to Jesus’ command 
(Rev. 22:18, 19), men have added to and taken from the 
Word of God, claiming the Bible was not sufficient to 
salvation. Others have interpreted it to correspond with 
their creed and thus have covered the real beauty of the 
Gospel. It is for this reason truth has to be sought for 
as men search for any earthly treasure. Indeed, we read 
just such an admonition from one who possessed the 
wisdom of God: “If thou criest after knowledge, and 
liftest up thy voice for understanding: if thou seekest 
her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 
then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and 
find the knowledge of God” (Prov. 2: 3—5). 

In the study of this precious Volume we should re- 
member that it is not a Book to be read through once, 
twice, or thrice and then laid aside. It is to be studied 
by subjects and that with increasing interest from day to 
day. In it alone is our hope of eternal life, therefore its 
understanding is essential. It is not all plain, simple 
language, as all will admit, for it contains many parables, 
symbols and allegories. Peter said of Paul, that he wrote 
some things hard to be understood (II Peter 3:16), 
but it was Paul who said that to understand the wisdom 
of God we must learn to compare spiritual with spiritual, 
and also to rightly divide the word of truth (I Cor. 2: 13; 
II Tim. 2: 15). Long before this, the prophet Isaiah had 
informed us we would find this wisdom “here a little, and 
there a little’ (28:10); that is, one individual writer 
does not tell the whole story on a certain subject, but 
we have to acquaint ourselves with the general teaching 
of the Bible, harmonizing the whole, rather than build a 
theory on a single text. 

A deep love and longing for eternal life alone will 
stimulate us to search for the wisdom of God, and having 
found it, to continue our zeal to overcome our carnal na- 
tures so as to be worthy of God’s honor. Theory alone is 
not sufficient. One has to be a doer of the Word as well as 
a hearer to be justified of God. Left to ourselves, we 
should be in doubt as to what our life must be, but the 
Bible enlightens our understanding and guides our souls 
through this vale of darkness and tears. It becomes the 
fulness of our hope only as we let it reveal our thoughts 
and motives, and we exchange the wrong for the right; 
our consolation in sorrows only as we trust its promises 
with a heart broken with penitence; the joy of our heart 
as we delight to do God’s will above all else. 

The command is often through the Bible to write 
its precepts upon our hearts that they may be with us 
and lead us through every experience of life. In propor- 
tion as we do this and get the law of God in our minds 
will our faith increase and our hope be more secure. Our 
progress will be according as we study this Book and 
allow its principles to influence and mold our lives to 
the pattern Christ has left for us to imitate. 





Questions and Answers 


Will the Lord give the opportunity to learn of His saving 
knowledge to everyone who wants it? What is the promise of 
this life in which to do the work? 


In answer to the first question, we will say: Yes, God 
in His mercy so arranges the circumstances that all who 
will do His will in everything are given the opportu- 
nity to hear and learn the truth of God’s Word; for He 
has given the gracious promise in First Timothy 4: 8, 
“For bodily exercise profiteth little [‘for a little time’— 
marginal reading]: but godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come.” 

Is not this plain? We may exercise bodily and derive 
benefit for a little time during this short life; but if we 
exercise unto godliness, keep all of His commandments, 
we have the promise of this life in which to do the work, 
and in the end gain eternal life. 

What does the Apostle say about this promise? Heark- 
en to the next verse: “This is a faithful saying, and wor- 
thy of all acceptation.” It is a faithful saying that every 
person who will exercise unto godliness, in good works, 
has the promise of this life in which to accomplish it. 
The following verse makes it still plainer: “For there- 
fore we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust 
in the living God, who is the Preserver of all men, spe- 
cially of those that believe.” The Apostle then adds: 
“These things command and teach.” 

What did Paul command and teach? That God preserves 
all men; that is, He gives breath and this short life: He 
causes the sun to shine and earth to yield her bounties 
sufficient for all. But for those who believe His Word, 
those who exercise to godliness, He has a special care; 
they shall have this life so they may have time and op- 
portunity in which to lay aside the weights and beset- 
ting sins and finish the race for eternal life. 

You will notice, instead of “Saviour of all men” we 
gave the translation from the Greek, as found in Wilson’s 
Emphatic Diaglott. This expresses the true idea the 
Apostle intended to convey; for the Almighty has prom- 
ised to save only such as “keep his covenant,” and “those 
who remember his commandments to do them” (Ps. 
103: 18). 

When we read the words of Jesus as recorded in John 
7:17 we cannot fail to realize that God will keep His 
promise; for He says, “If any man will do his will, he 
shall know of the doctrine.” His life will be spared until 
he can learn and know it. He will not die and have to be 
raised from the dead and given a chance to learn it, as 
some have taught and still are teaching; but “behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of sal- 
vation” (II Cor. 6:2). 

The reason the masses are in darkness, is plainly given 
by Jesus in John 3:19, “And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” And 
again in Matt 13:15 He says: “For this peoples’ heart 
is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, 
and I should hea] them.” 


September 3, 1960 








Of course, when the prophet Elijah is sent to this 
earth as the forerunner of Christ’s second coming and 
demonstrates God’s power invested in him, such as resur- 
recting the dead in Christ, and other signs, to all the 
world, many of the children of darkness will turn to the 
light of truth. There shall be a renewing of the power of 
the Holy Spirit at that time, and greater works shall be 
done by the faithful than Jesus did in His ministry (John 
14:12). But the greater blessing will be upon those who 
believe, in the absence of the manifestation of that power, 
those who walk by faith alone; for Jesus taught “Blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet have believed” (John 
20: 29). 





Please explain the text: “Jesus came not to save the right- 
eous, but sinners.” 


The term “righteous” is used in different senses in the 
Bible. There are men who are righteous in their own 
eyes; also there are men who become righteous by obedi- 
ence to God’s law. We shall find that Jesus did not come 
to call those who are righteous in their own eyes, the self- 
righteous, but He came to call the ones who realize they 
are sinners before God. 

By reading Luke 5: 27 through 32 we can get the con- 
nection and the lesson Jesus wished to teach. As the Mas- 
ter went forth He saw a publican, named Levi, and He 
said unto him, “Follow me.” And Levi left all and fol- 
lowed Him, Then Levi made a dinner and invited Jesus 
and many publicans to his house. This made the scribes 
and Pharisees angry, and, ever ready to find fault with 
the great Teacher, they said, “Why do ye eat and drink 
with publicans and sinners?” 

Jesus answered them, “They that are whole need not 
a physician; but they that are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

Then further, in verse 9, “He spake this parable unto 
certain which trusted in themselves that they were right- 
eous, and despised others.” Jesus never came to save men 
and women who trust in themselves that they are right- 
eous; He did not come to save the haughty Pharisee who 
thanked God he was not as other men; but He came to 
save such as the humble publican, who cried, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner.” He must first realize he is a 
sinner, then learn to cease sinning; for “sin is the trans- 
gression of the law (I John 3:4). 

There is a text in Eccl. 7: 20 which often is quoted to 
try to prove that we cannot become just by keeping God’s 
commandments. It reads, “For there is not a just man 
upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.” This is 
the man that is just or pure in his own eyes, and is not 
washed from his filthiness (Prov. 30:12). He has not 
obeyed the command of Isa. 1:16, to wash and become 
clean. The kind of “just”? man he is, is plainly qualified 
in Eccl. 7:15, “a just man that perisheth in his right- 
eousness.” He is clean in his own eyes, does what is right 
in his own sight but not in the eyes of the Almighty; 
such can never become just or righteous before God. 
They are pure in their own eyes and think they need no 
repentance. 

“All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The Silver Lining 


A dark cloud hangs this fair earth o'er... A pall 
that sweeps and surges... As ev'ry and prepares for 
war... lo strains of dismal dirges ... Each cries for 
peace, and claims that he... Is friend y with his broth- 


er... But underneath, as all can see... They re hat- 


ing one another... Men, gazing out upon the earth 
... Are seized with fear and quaking ee find the 
things they thought of worth ... Now quivering and 


shaking yan They enow not where to place their hope 
al what to be expecting... As blind men in the 
dark they grope... Without a hand directing ... They 
do not know the destiny ... That God has long been 
shaping .. . For those of earth, and can not see . 

A glorious escaping ... From all the world’s uncer- 
tainties... From all of mortals’ errors... From hate, 
and strife, and jealousies . .. And war, with all its ter- 
rors... But such a time will surely come... When 
Jesus brings the guerdon ... For ev'ry tried and faith- 
ful one... And takes away his burden... Then Christ 
shall reign o'er all supreme... The Friend of state and 
nation... And unity will be the theme... Of ev ry 
conversation... The clouds that now bedim our sky 
_.. Conceal a silver lining ... For just beyond, but very 
nigh ... The Sun is brightly shining ... And in His 
own appointed time... Will God His own deliver... 
To dwell on earth in peace sublime... And happiness, 


fo rever. 











